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The Air Force recently awarded a $40 billion aircraft contract to the France-based Airbus
consortium, bypassing Chicago-based Boeing. The move has outraged some in Congress
because they believe it will ship jobs and money overseas. Should Congress step in and try to
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As I’ve said with earmarks, spending of your tax dollars should be competitively bid and
contracts awarded on the basis of those bid proposals comparing the cost, quality and the
abilities of the bidders. We should not overturn such a competitively awarded contract and
replace it with the bidder who promises to do most of the work in the districts of powerful
members of Congress, ignoring what will provide the military with what they need and taxpayers
with the lowest cost.

Nonetheless, under the rules set up, Boeing has the right to appeal, and they are doing that.
Let’s let the process play out the way it is supposed to.

Rep. John Campbell
(R-Newport Beach)
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